
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Writing Guidance 

Sometimes, sentences can be improved by making the tiniest of adjustments.  

This may include changing a noun or a verb with a better word of a similar meaning (synonym) or 

using more powerful adjectives. It may also include adding more detail to a description to create a 

more vivid picture in the reader’s mind.  

 

The 4 things you are most likely to edit:  

Noun – person,  place, thing, abstract  

The noun can be changed to be more precise using a proper noun or to avoid repeating yourself by 

using a pronoun.  

E.g. The car was red.  

The Ferrari was red. By using a proper noun, the image in your head is much more precise than just a 

general car.  

 

Verb – doing/ action word 

The verb can be changed to be more precise or more general about how an action is being 

performed.  

E.g. The boy walked down the street.  

You could change walked to strolled, marched or skipped 

 

Adjective – describing the noun  

The adjective can be changed to change the picture in the reader’s head.  

The old clock. You could change the adjective old to ancient, old-fashioned, rugged or vintage.  

 

Adverb – describing how the action is being done 

You can change the adverb to change how an action is being done  

E.g. The man walked quickly down the street.  

The adverb quickly could be changed to sensibly, carefully, quietly or cautiously.  


